THE AGE OF MACHINERY
facture, which had already made considerable headway,1
flowered into the artistic productions of a great master-
potter who built upon the foundations laid by his pre-
decessors. Josiah Wedgwood (1730-95) at the age of twenty-
eight set up on his own, and in the course of a highly
successful career he erected a large earthenware factory
together with a village for his workmen which he named
Etruria. A monument to his memory claims that he
Converted a rude and inconsiderable manufactory into an
elegant art and an important part of national commerce;'
while his biographer asserts that 'dissatisfied with the
clumsiness of the ordinary crockery of his day, he aimed at
higher finish, more exact form.' It is at least unquestionable
that the technical and ornamental improvements which
Wedgwood effected in English earthenware carried his
products all over the Continent.
The changes in the structure of English industry during
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries have been less
revolutionary in scope than those which occurred in the
manufacturing processes. Neither factory organization, nor
large-scale production, nor joint-stock companies, nor
integrated concerns, nor combines to suppress competi-
tion, were new when Watt's steam engine was given to
the world. The changes that took place were more in the
nature of an acceleration of tendencies already at work. In
the aggregate they have served to modify the character
of English society, but the transformation has been the
result of piecemeal and gradual developments parallel to
those which at all stages of economic evolution have con-
tinuously and subtly altered the aspect of the industrial
landscape. The main features with which we are here con-
cerned are the enlargement of the size of the business
1The fine white English earthenware 'was just reaching perfection.'
Chelsea china in the middle of the eighteenth century is described as
*the finest ever made in England.' This was porcelain made of soft paste.
Spode and others manufactured a porcelain made of hard paste and bone
ash
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